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WIGWAMS OF BARK AND SKINS : GARRYING BABIES IN MOSSBAGS AND GRADLE 
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BIRGIIBARIXK VESSELS LADLES OF WOOD AND ANTLER 


ROAGH TITRADDRESS 


aye Swampy Cree probably had as tough a life as any Indians in 
Canada. Their territory, eastern Manitoba and western Ontario, is 
a land of forest, rock, and muskeg and never was able to support a large WIREBAG 
population of either men or animals. We don’t know how many Swampy 
Cree there were when they broke away from the Ojibways about 1600, 
but there are about 2,250 of them living today. 

Hunting and fishing was the only way in which they could make a 
living and that meant a lot of travelling and a portable house. They used 
wigwams, either conical or domed, covered with birch-bark or mats; ibyechhNS AU! 
farther north, they used caribou skins. All these were carried with the if AER SER A: 
people when they moved, by canoe in summer and toboggans and snow- ie 
shoes in winter. 

Keeping warm in a severe climate was one of the major problems. 
Clothing was of caribou or moose skin with a large fur robe to sleep in, 
and to wear for extra warmth in winter. Some cold weather clothes were 
made from woven strips of rabbit skin. 

For weapons they used bows and arrows, with chipped stone points 
or plain “bunts,”’ but even more reliance seems to have been placed in 
traps and snares, of which they knew many kinds. Moose, caribou, deer, 
_ bear, beaver, and rabbits were their main food resources. Ducks and geese 
were taken during the spring and autumn migrations and grouse and 
ptarmigan in winter. Fish were used all through the year. But even though 
‘they were skilled hunters and fishermen, people often went hungry for 
days at a time. Cooking pots were of birch bark, the water being brought 
to a boil with hot stones. Farther north, where there isn’t much big 
birch, they used soapstone pots as the Eskimo do. 

Both men and women were rather short with broad faces and dark 
skins, but many of the young men were well built and handsome. As for 
the women, Sir Alexander Mackenzie said he thought the Swampy Cree 
women the most beautiful in Canada. 

Like most Crees, they lived in constant dread of witchcraft. No man 
went anywhere without his medicine bag full of charms. Most of the older 
men belonged to secret societies, half religious, half magical, which added 
greatly to their prestige and power. The women were good at concocting 
medicines from wild plants and they used the sweat bath in cases of ill- 
ness; but in spite of charms, drugs, and baths, they stillledatoughlife. * 
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